
Shifra Jacobs 
What Gives You Hope? 

 
When thinking about what to choose to do my art project on, I knew it needed to be something 
that was close to my heart, and something through which I could express what direction I wanted 
to go in, artistically. 
 
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to completely step outside of what you're used to 
and comfortable with, in order to learn more about human individuality?  If I'm a hundred 
percent honest, that kind of thought would never have entered my head a few years ago.  It's only 
now, that I understand the importance of it all, that I can say how excited I am to be able to show 
what I've had the opportunity to learn over the past few years. 
 
In 2012, I joined a choir, purely for the musical aspect.  Little did I know that it would change 
my life in every kind of way - for the better.  The Jerusalem Youth Chorus is a choir that is made 
up of Israeli and Palestinian singers, mainly from East and West Jerusalem.  Right from the 
beginning, we started a dialogue process that gave us the space to talk about all of the things that 
had been going on between the two sides that we had never had the chance to do so before.  Not 
only did this make me realise how big the story really can be, I also stopped being so afraid of 
the unknown when it came to living in Israel and the conflict.   
 
In these four short years, we have become a family.  A group of people that is societally so 
divided, yet we have become so close, so caring, and so understanding of one another.  We've 
travelled around the world, attempting to bring a message through music that words could 
somehow not really explain. 
 
When trying to explain what we do to other people, words also didn't really explain it as well as I 
wanted it to.  So when I was thinking about what to do for the art project, I realised that this is 
just another way to express what we do, in place of the words that sometimes don't show it 
enough.  I decided to combine the two; to mix words with photographs, to capture the essence of 
the people that we are, and to print out the words that I, and other members of the chorus believe 
show how we feel. 
 

 



 
My main goal has been to show that we are all people who have made so much progress, and if 
we could all try to put down the limits we set for ourselves in this messy conflict, maybe a 
brighter future will be ahead.  I'm featuring 6 members of the choir, and I asked them all "What 
Gives You Hope?" and presenting their answers for you. 
 
I want to show that even though we are all different in culture, beliefs, dreams, and lifestyles, we 
all hope for something better here, for now, and for the future.  
 
Inside the album, I have presented over 50 photographs of what I believe is a small portion of 
who we really are, with quotes from myself, and other members of the chorus. 
 
I can't wait to share our experiences with you. 
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